Decomposition!!
Part One: Write down the 10 most common things in your trash a.k.a solid waste.
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f) 

g)

h)

i)

j)

Part Two: Below is a list of items found in a landfill. Hypothesize how long you think it takes to decompose these items.
1) Banana: ________________________

2) Paper Bag: _____________________

3) Cotton Rag: ___________________

4) Wool Sock: ____________________

5) Cigarette Butt: __________________

6) Leather boot: ___________________

7) Rubber sole of a boot: ____________

8) Tin Can: ______________________

9) Aluminum Can: ________________

10) Plastic 6 pack rings: ____________
11) Plastic Jug:___________________
12) Styrofoam Cup: _______________
13) Glass Bottle: 

Part Three: Actual Decomposition Results

The decomposition results will be stated to you by your teacher. Record the actual decomposition rates. 

1) Banana: ________________________

2) Paper Bag: _____________________

3) Cotton Rag: ___________________

4) Wool Sock: ____________________

5) Cigarette Butt: __________________

6) Leather boot: ___________________

7) Rubber sole of a boot: ____________

8) Tin Can: ______________________

9) Aluminum Can: ________________

10) Plastic 6 pack rings: ____________
11) Plastic Jug: ___________________
12) Styrofoam Cup: _______________
13) Glass Bottle: __________________
Part Four: How could you reduce the amount of solid waste you and your family produces? Be specific using examples from Part One. 
[image: image1.png]® banana - 3to 4 weeks

® paper bag - 1 month

* cofton 1ag - § months

# wool sock - 1 year

® cigareie butt -2 fo § years

® leather boot - 4010 50 years

' rubier sole (of a boof) - 50 0 80 years
® tin can (soup or vegetable can) - 80 o 100 years
® aluminum can (soda pop can) - 200 to 500 years
® plastic 6-pack rings - 450 years

® plastic jug - 1 millon years

® Styrofoam cup - unknown? forever?

® glass botfle ~ unknown? forever?




